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     ♦  Work and Welfare 

♦ God Doesn’t Want You To Be 

    Happy! 

♦  The Flying Spaghetti Monster 

♦  Secularism 

♦  Humanist Meetings in Ireland 
 

 

Irish Freethinkers & Humanists                                      Saorsmaointeoirí ’s Daonnachaithe na hÉireann

WHAT'S IN

The Winter 2024/25 edition of IRISH FREETHINKER is now out and has been dispatched by post to 

subscribers; it is otherwise available for purchase in shops.  

 The contents are as follows: 

- The Clerical Atheist  

- Losing Religion, Finding Myself 

- Human Family 

- Evolutionary Humanism 

- Atheism in India 

- God and Evil 

- Bentham and Sex 

- Bananas 

- A Humanist as a Young Man 

- Child Poverty: Time to Get Angry 

- Why Do We Exist? How Might It Be? 

- Reincarnation:  Secular Style 

- Intelligent Design 

- Overthrowing Evolutionary Science? 

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF MATERIAL FOR THE SPRING ’25 EDITION OF IRISH FREETHINKER IS 

15 February 2025 (Editor: ifh.sde@gmail.com) 

 

WELFARE

 

Alan Tuffery 

We will make work pay and ensure people 

who work hard get to keep more of their hard 

earned money.  

 This sentence is from a circular from a 

general election candidate (the emphasis is in 

the original). At first sight it seems very simple 

and straightforward, but a little reflection 

shows some problems. 

 The first element of ‘making work pay’ 

is aimed at ‘working families’ - a favourite de-

mographic of political parties - usually to the 

exclusion of any others, such as persons who 

live on their own (23% of all households, ac-

cording to the 2022 census). 

 The second element - keeping more of 

their ‘hard earned [sic] money’ - fosters the 
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idea that tax is bad. In fact, taxes provide the 

means of providing the services crucial to a 

civilised society. Paying tax is an essential 

civic duty which we all owe to our society. 

 The overall statement seems to be based 

on the twin ideas that, first, work is virtuous in 

itself and, hence, that not working is bad and, 

second, poverty is the fault of the poor. 

Whether one is poor or not is largely a matter 

of luck in relation to the circumstances into 

which one is born, and not a matter of virtue or 

hard work. It is this view, perhaps derived from 

the Christian ‘work ethic’, that creates a re-

sistance to supporting those who are not able 

to work, such as those with disabilities and 

lone parents who are consistently the most at 

risk of poverty.  

 This argument is often expressed as ‘If 

we pay them, why would they work?’ In fact, 

the data show that those who are provided with 

a basic income, rarely drop out of work, except 

to care for children: parenting improves, with 

benefits in health, education and job prospects. 

There are obvious future savings to the public 

purse as a result. 

 Arguably this view of the nature of work 

is at serious risk of becoming outdated as com-

puters take over many routine ‘white collar’ 

jobs. This suggests that we should prepare for 

a time when there are many fewer jobs, by sep-

arating income from jobs and educating for 

‘leisure’ and citizenship.                                 ●
 

 

GOD DOESN’T 

WANT YOU 

TO BE HAPPY !
 

Joel Osteen is the senior pastor of Lake-

wood Church, a megachurch in Houston, 

Texas. It is the largest congregation in the 

United States, averaging more than 43,500 in 

attendance per week. Osteen is often thought 

of within the Christian world as almost more of 

a motivational speaker than a pastor in the tra-

ditional sense; so, it shouldn’t have come as 

much of a surprise when his wife and ministry 

partner, Victoria, said something in a sermon 

that brought the heresy hunters running with 

teeth bared. 

“I just want to encourage everyone of us to 

realize when we obey God, we’re not doing it 

for God - I mean, that’s one way to look at it - 

we’re doing it for ourselves, because God takes 

pleasure when we’re happy. So, I want you to 

know this morning: just do good for your own 

self. Do good because God wants you to be 

happy. When you come to church, when you 

worship Him, you’re not doing it for God re-

ally. You’re doing it for yourself, because 

that’s what makes God happy.” 

In other words, God doesn’t want your obe-

dience for its own sake, he wants you to obey 

him because it’s good for you, it helps make 

your life better and that is what pleases him. 

The gist of what she said, even from a Chris-

tian perspective - a progressively liberal one 

anyway - wasn’t all that shocking. The prob-

lem is that it’s difficult to convince people to 

be religious if you don’t also compel them to 

sacrifice their own self-interests.  

Which is why after finding out what Victo-

ria said, there were reactions like this from 

Steve Camp, Pastor at Cross Church in Palm 

City: 

“It’s the age old sin of idolatry - that it’s not 

about God, it’s about us. True worship for the 

humanist is about how we feel at the end of the 

day and what gives us meaning, as opposed to 

what gives God glory…” 

This is representative of most of the nega-

tive reactions to Victoria’s statement. Another 

common response is along the lines of what 

http://www.atheistrepublic.com/news/wife-megachurch-minister-under-fire-blasphemous-comments?awt_a=3IWh&awt_l=KEE&awt_m=kasuqS0kT5WHhWh
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Mini Carlsson posted in response to our story, 

“... hmmm, didn't Jesus say one is to hate their 

own life in order to be a disciple? Maybe she 

skipped that part” 

Anthony Toohey replied, “Thank you for 

reminding us why Christianity is a cesspool of 

self-hatred and degradation.”  

Winston Gainey also made an astute com-

ment to the story which was very popular: 

“Love how the snake oil salesman are criticis-

ing her for improperly selling snake oil.” 

It is definitely difficult to comprehend why 

Victoria’s comments could possibly be con-

strued as bad, but, in Christian orthodoxy, 

those who say the types of things that Victoria 

said are seen as idolaters because they are put-

ting the self before God. Religious people are 

fundamentally motivated to “do good” out of 

an often very sincere desire to please God. 

Some “good things” make good common hu-

manist sense. Others are a bit more difficult to 

understand. So, the believer turns to their Holy 

Book(s) and Clergy for guidance. But at the 

end of the day, the believer isn’t supposed to 

be living for him/herself but rather at the pleas-

ure of God. 

In the mind of the atheist, doing what works 

for me and also caring about others makes 

good common sense. But in the mind of the 

religious, this is blasphemy. The religious per-

son must be thinking about what pleases God 

and what God is commanding. All behaviour 

must start from there. 

So, when a pastor’s wife tells the congrega-

tion to obey God for their own benefit - be-

cause it is good for them and makes them 

happy - well, you can see where that might 

lead. If I am doing good for my own benefit, 

why would I need God? If I can figure out what 

is in the best interests of myself and my fellow 

human beings without a holy book or clergy 

then the book becomes obsolete and the clergy 

are out of jobs. 

As commenter Holly Staggs pointed out: 

“Christianity has such a large following be-

cause people want to believe in something 

more, but they want to be able to live how they 

want ... and with the bible you have that flexi-

bility. IMO, it pretty much says whatever you 

want it to say. Guess it doesn't hurt that if you 

are a really good speaker/people person there 

can be large sums of money it too!” 

What about you? What motivates you in 

your life without god and religion? Reply with 

your thoughts to this email and we might pub-

lish them on our site. Please let us know if you 

wish to remain anonymous. 

Atheist Republic [USA] Nov 2024         <>

Not long ago, but when the world was still 

quite young, a pretty girl named Atok lived in 

an earthen shelter with her family. Day after 

day, she would get out of bed, eat, help her 

mother clean, cook, and take care of her broth-

ers and sisters and then go back to bed when 

the sun went down. Occasionally, a predator 

would venture close to their humble home and 

they would kill it or scare it away, but that was 

the extent of her adventure. 

Her simple life would take a dramatic 

change when one day, as she was starting the 

morning fire, the smoke from the embers took 

shape right before her eyes. She almost cried 

http://www.atheistrepublic.com/news/wife-megachurch-minister-under-fire-blasphemous-comments?awt_a=3IWh&awt_l=KEE&awt_m=kasuqS0kT5WHhWh
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out, but she suddenly noticed she felt no fear. 

She was calm and her attention was drawn to 

the apparition which now looked like a large 

crow. 

As she watched the crow with curiosity and 

awe, it began to speak. It told her that she 

would become the mother of great nations and 

that she would guide them toward a long, 

peaceful existence. After giving Atok all the 

instructions she would need to share with her 

people, the crow disappeared. Atok quickly ran 

to tell her mother, who laughed at her childish 

imagination. 

But sure enough, five years later, Atok 

started her family and raised them in the ways 

of the crow. She started developing powers and 

performing miracles so everyone in the village 

believed. Atok never died, instead, she took the 

form of a crow and travels the world to this 

day, bestowing good fortune on her many fol-

lowers around the world. 

If I were to tell you this story, and assure 

you it is true and that you too should believe, 

you would probably ask me for some kind of 

proof. The burden of proof would be on me to 

provide supporting evidence for my claims. It 

would not be your responsibility to disprove 

the story, or to prove it untrue. Yet believers 

expect us to believe in their ideology with no 

evidence to support their claims. When asked 

for evidence many of them point out that we 

also have no evidence that their claims are not 

true. Yet, if we were to believe everything that 

we cannot disprove, then any unfalsifiable 

claim that we come up with, should be be-

lieved. 

Bertrand Russell made this point by using 

an analogy of a celestial teapot. Russell sug-

gested the following thought experiment to il-

lustrate the burden of proof and falsifiability. 

“If I were to suggest that between the Earth 

and Mars there is a china teapot revolving 

about the sun in an elliptical orbit, nobody 

would be able to disprove my assertion 

provided I were careful to add that the teapot is 

too small to be revealed even by our most pow-

erful telescopes. 

“But if I were to go on to say that, since my 

assertion cannot be disproved, it is an intolera-

ble presumption on the part of human reason to 

doubt it, I should rightly be thought to be talk-

ing nonsense. 

“If, however, the existence of such a teapot 

were affirmed in ancient books, taught as the 

sacred truth every Sunday, and instilled into 

the minds of children at school, hesitation to 

believe in its existence would become a mark 

of eccentricity and entitle the doubter to the at-

tentions of the psychiatrist in an enlightened 

age or of the Inquisitor in an earlier time.” 

Carl Sagan addressed it with his story, ‘The 

Dragon In My Garage’, which is a chapter in 

his book, The Demon-Haunted World. In the 

story, the existence of God is equated with a 

hypothetical assertion of a dragon living in 

someone's garage. Sagan described the discus-

sion as follows. 

“A fire-breathing dragon lives in my garage 

Suppose I seriously make such an assertion to 

you. Surely, you'd want to check it out, see for 

yourself. There have been innumerable stories 

of dragons over the centuries, but no real evi-

dence. What an opportunity! 

" ‘Show me,’ you say. I lead you to my gar-

age. You look inside and see a ladder, empty 

paint cans, an old tricycle - but no dragon. 

“ ‘Where's the dragon?’, you ask. 

“ ‘Oh, she's right here,’ I reply, waving 

vaguely. ‘I neglected to mention that she's an 

invisible dragon.’ 

“You propose spreading flour on the floor 

of the garage to capture the dragon's footprints. 

“ ‘Good idea,’ I say, ‘but this dragon floats 

in the air.’ 

“Then you'll use an infrared sensor to detect 

the invisible fire. 

“ ‘Good idea, but the invisible fire is also 

https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=KEE&m=nGZqdYJcT5WHhWh&b=uzNz2J0THCrVU6Y0FVh3_g
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heatless.’ 

“You'll spray paint the dragon and make her 

visible. 

“ ‘Good idea, but she's an incorporeal 

dragon and the paint won't stick.’ And so on. I 

counter every physical test you propose with a 

special explanation of why it won't work.” 

There is also the possibly even more widely 

known invention of the ‘Flying Spaghetti 

Monster (FSM)’ by Bobby Henderson, the de-

ity of the Pastafarian religion, depicted as a 

knot of spaghetti, two meatballs and eyes who 

created the world using His NoodleyAppend-

age. 

“On the seventh day of floating around infi-

nite nothingness, after six days of rest, the 

FSM said, ‘Let there be a Universe, or some-

thing’ And there was a Universe, or something 

not terribly far off. And the FSM saw that it 

was pretty damn good, especially the bits with 

a light sauce.” (The Gospel of the Flying Spa-

ghetti Monster.) 

These are all examples of the fact that any-

one, anywhere, at any time, can make a claim. 

They can certainly believe it strongly them-

selves, but others are not compelled to do so 

without the burden of proof being met. 

If you were making up a belief that could 

not be disproven, what would it be? What do 

you think the consequences of many people be-

lieving in your made-up ideology would be? 

Share your idea with us and we might publish 

it on our website. Please let us know if you 

wish to remain anonymous. 

Atheist Republic [USA], Nov 2024 
 

 

The blood of Christ? 
No …… Gevrey Chambertin, I think. 

 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
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Secularism is a political idea concerned 

with the best way to govern religiously plu-

ralist societies. 

The model of secularism we advocate for 

defends the civil liberties of all, whatever your 

personal beliefs. 

The principles of secularism which protect 

and underpin liberal democracy and many of 

the freedoms we enjoy are: 

- Equality so that our religious beliefs or 

lack of them dosn't put any of us at an ad-

vantage or a disadvantage. 

- Freedom to practise one's 

religion or belief without 

harming others, or to change 

it or not have one, according 

to one's own conscience. 

- Separation of religious 

institutions from state institutions and a public 

sphere where religion may participate, but not 

dominate. 

SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND 

STATE 

The separation of religion and state is a key 

principle of secularism. It ensures the inde-

pendence and autonomy of religious institu-

tions from government influence and vice 

versa. It removes any formal connection be-

tween religious organisations and the state's 

political affairs, preventing the establishment 

of an official state religion. 

In the United Kingdom there are officially 

two state recognised Christian denominations 

– the Church of England and the Presbyterian 

Church of Scotland. The King is both head of 

state and Supreme Governor of the Church of 

England. There is no established church in 

Northern Ireland or Wales. But the 26 une-

lected bishops of the Church of England, who 

sit in the House of Lords, influence laws that 

affect the whole of the UK. 

Christianity is one major influence among 

many that shape current ways of life. The UK 

today is a nation of many denominations and 

religions. Large sectors of the population do 

not hold, or practise, religious beliefs. 

If it was to become a truly a secular democ-

racy, political structures would reflect the real-

ity of modern Britain by separating religion 

from the state. 

SECULARISM PROTECTS FREE-

DOM OF RELIGION OR BELIEF FOR 

ALL 

Secularism safeguards freedom of religion 

or belief and ensures that 

the government does not 

favour any particular reli-

gion or impose religion on 

its citizens. 

A secular state seeks to 

ensure and protect freedom of belief and prac-

tice for all citizens. Secularists want freedoms 

of thought and conscience to apply equally to 

all - religious believers and nonreligious alike. 

Secularism seeks to defend the absolute 

freedom of religious and other beliefs, and pro-

tect the right to manifest religious belief inso-

far as it does not impinge on the rights and free-

doms of others. Secularism ensures that the 

right of individuals to freedom of religion is al-

ways balanced by the right to be free from re-

ligion. 

SECULARISM IS ABOUT DEMOCRACY 

AND FAIRNESS 

In a secular democracy, all citizens are 

equal before the law and parliament. No reli-

gious affiliation gives advantages or disad-

vantages and religious believers are citizens 

with the same rights and obligations as anyone 

else. 

Secularism champions the principle of one 

law for all and universal human rights above 

religious demands. It upholds equality laws 

that protect women, LGBT people and minori-

ties from religious discrimination. These 
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equality laws ensure that the nonreligious and 

religiously unconcerned have the same rights 

as those who identify with a religious or philo-

sophical belief. 

SECULARISM ISN'T ATHEISM 

Atheism is the absence of belief in gods. 

Secularism simply provides a framework for a 

democratic society. Atheists have an obvious 

interest in supporting secularism, but secular-

ism itself does not seek to challenge the tenets 

of any religion or belief, neither does it seek to 

impose atheism on anyone. 

Secularism provides a vital framework for 

ensuring equality, freedom and fairness 

throughout society - in politics, education, the 

law and elsewhere - for religious believers and 

the nonreligious alike. 

SECULARISM PROTECTS FREE 

SPEECH AND EXPRESSION 

Religious people have the right to express 

their beliefs publicly but so do those who op-

pose or question those beliefs. Religious be-

liefs, ideas and organisations must not enjoy 

privileged protection from the right to freedom 

of expression. In a democracy, all ideas and be-

liefs must be open to discussion. Individuals 

have rights; ideas do not. 

EQUAL ACCESS TO PUBLIC  

SERVICES 

We all share hospitals, schools, the police 

and the services of local authorities. It is essen-

tial that these public services are secular at the 

point of use, so no-one is disadvantaged or de-

nied access on grounds of religious belief or 

non-belief. All state-funded schools should be 

fully inclusive and secular in character, with 

children being educated together regardless of 

their parents' religious beliefs. When a public 

body grants a contract for the provision of ser-

vices to an organisation affiliated to a particu-

lar religion or belief, such services should be 

delivered neutrally, without discrimination and 

with no attempt to promote the ideas of that 

faith group. 

Secularism fosters a society where individ-

uals are free to practise their religions and to 

express their beliefs freely, but where no single 

religion dominates or influences the decisions 

and policies of the government. It is the best 

chance we have to create a society in which 

people of all religions or none can live together 

fairly and peacefully. 
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BELFAST FREETHINKERS  

Meeting quarterly, 8.00 p.m.  

Holiday Inn, University St, Belfast 

Contact: Roger Kelly 0777 858 3435  

roger.kelly.2@ntlworld.com  

 
NORTH DOWN HUMANISTS  

1st Sunday of month, 11.00 a.m.  

Coffee Cure, Bangor Castle  

Contact: Andy Barr, 078 889 20063 

 
NORTH DUBLIN HUMANIST  

COMMUNITY  

3rd Monday of month  

Contact: Alan Tuffery  

atuffery@tcd.ie  

 
SOUTH DUBLIN HUMANIST COMMUNITY  

(SDHC)  

Contact: 086 857 2005  

Janielazar@gmail.com  

MaiIing List: southdublinhumanistcommunity  

 
HUMANIST ASSOCIATION OF IRELAND  

Meeting at rotating venues 

Details: humanism.ie/ HAI Facebook Page 

  
WESTPORT HUMANISTS  

2nd Sun of month,12.30 p.m.  

Wyatt Hotel  

Contact: Seamus O’Connell 087 245 3536/098 

50802 shayoc37@gmail.com  

 
CORK HUMANISTS  

Contact: Geraldine O’Neill 086 812 8892  

Web: corkhumanists.weebly.com  
 

CORK CITY HUMANISTS  

1ST Thu of each month, 7.30 p.m.  

Contact: Dominic Moore 087 231 0838  

corkhumanists@gmail.com  
 

WEST CORK HUMANISTS  

westcorkhumanists@gmail.com  
 

KERRY HUMANIST GROUP  

Thu, once per month, Tralee Dev. Project, 

Rock Bus. Pk.  

Contact: Claire O’Mahony, 086 245 2576  

omahonycc@gmail.com  
 

NORTH COAST HUMANISTS  

2nd Mon of each month Ballysally Cmty 

Centre, Coleraine  

Contacts: Keith Johnston, 44 7724 424620 

keith@kjohnston.co.uk 

Brendan Mullen, 44 7740 047 046  
 

HUMANISTS WEST (GALWAY)  

Last Sun of month, 12.00 noon  

Garden Room, Ardilaun House Hotel, Taylor’s 

Hill, Galway  

Contact: Sheila Garrity 086 603 5104  

spgarrity@hotmail.com /  

humanistswest@gmail.com  
 

KILKENNY HUMANIST GROUP  

2nd Wed of month, 8.00 p.m.  

Langton House Hotel, Kilkenny 

Contact: Patrick Cassidy 089 463 0005  

patrickacassidy@gmail.com  

 

MID-WEST HUMANISTS -  

LIMERICK, CLARE, TIPPERARY  

3rd Wednesday of month in Limerick 

Contact: Peter O’Hara 086 815 5102  

info@midwesthumanists.com  

Web:  midwesthumanists.com  
 

NORTH WEST HUMANISTS  

2nd Tuesday of month, 7.30 p.m. 

Radisson Hotel, Sligo  

Contact: Gill Bell 087 295 8206  

humanistgb@gmail.com  
 

WATERFORD HUMANISTS  

3rd Monday of month, 7.30 p.m.  

Phil Grimes Pub, John St, Waterford  

Contact: Teresa graham22@gmai 
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